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DETAILED ACTION 
Note to Applicant 

1. Art Units 2611, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-43 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ritter (US 6,941,154) in view of Handelman (US 5,539,450). 

As regards Claims 21 and 34, Ritter discloses a method and system of 
communicating data to broadcast a viewer participation event (such as being able to 
order a product being presented in a commercial, abstract), comprising: receiving an 
event broadcast signal which is being broadcasted by a broadcast station and is 
receivable via a first communication channel by receivers of participants (such as by a 
television receiving a broadcast signal, fig. 1.7 and col. 2, lines 51-59); substantially 
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simultaneously with the event broadcast signal being broadcasted by the broadcasted 
by the broadcast station (certain messages such as commercials are sent at the same 
time over a mobile communications network, fig. 1.8, and col. 2, lines 62-65), 
transmitting at least a part of the received event broadcast signal via a second 
communication channel to mobile terminals of the participants (such as to a mobile 
phone, col. 2, lines 62-65); receiving a participating signal via the second 
communication channel from a mobile terminal of at least one participant; and sending 
the broadcast station the participating signal (the mobile terminal, fig. 1.9, can send 
back through the mobile communications network, fig. 1 .8, a short message which then 
gets passed off to the product/information supplier, fig. 1.10, cols. 3 and 4, lines 49-67 
and 1-17), but fails to disclose that this will be reflected in the event broadcast signal 
being broadcasted by the broadcast station as well as a first transmitter operational 
under the control of the first communication interface to send the broadcast station the 
participating signal. Handelman discloses that this will be reflected in the event 
broadcast signal being broadcasted by the broadcast station (col. 10, lines 41-48) as 
well as a first transmitter operational under the control of the first communication 
interface to send the broadcast station the participating signal (col. 6, lines 26-30 and 
60-62). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the broadcast updating of Handelman, an analogous art, with the participation 
event communication system of Ritter so that the user can be alerted to changes in the 
participation event over the broadcast network. 
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As regards Claims 22 and 35, Ritter further discloses that transmitting at least 
part of the received event broadcast signal comprises converting the at least part of the 
received event broadcast signal for transmission via the second communication channel 
(the messages are converted from regular broadcast television signals to messages 
that can be carried over a mobile communication network such as GSM, cols. 2 and 3, 
lines 57-65 and 1-6). 

As regards Claim 23, Ritter further discloses that the event broadcast signal 
being broadcast by the broadcast station is a pre-recorded signal (such as a film, col. 2, 
lines 51-54). 

As regards Claims 24 and 36, Ritter further discloses receiving an event 
broadcast signal comprises receiving a event broadcast signal via the first 
communication channel (such as receiving a television signal with a television tuner, 
col. 3, lines 29-32). 

As regards Claims 25 and 37, Handelman discloses receiving an event 
broadcast signal via a dedicated communication line (such as a cable TV line, col. 6, 
lines 26-30). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the dedicated communications line as taught by Handelman, an analogous art, 
with the method and system of Ritter because many people receive information and 
entertainment through dedicated lines such as cable. 

As regards Claim 26, Ritter discloses receiving from the broadcast station an 
additional signal designating a particular participant and sending the additional signal 
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via the second communication channel to the designated participant (such as by 
allowing point-to-point marketing and direct addressing of messages to users, col. 4, 
lines 18-23). 

As regards Claim 27, Ritter discloses that the application data comprises an 
application data for prompting the designated participant to send the participating signal 
(the user is able to use his identification and profile to opt in to participating in direct 
marketing, col. 4, lines 18-23). 

As regards Claim 28, Ritter discloses sending, via a second communication 
channel to mobile terminals of potential participants who have responded the event 
broadcast signal received by the receivers thereof, an enquiry signal asking whether the 
potential participants wish to participate in the viewer participation event (for some 
events like trading, mobile terminals opt into buy or sell situation where the user is 
further prompted whether he wants to go further into the process, col. 4, lines 42-51). 

As regards Claim 29, Handelman discloses that receiving a participating signal 
comprises accepting a participating signal only within a limited time frame of the view 
participation event (bids are only taken with the time limit, fig. 34, and col. 26, lines 13- 
15). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the time limits of Handelman, an analogous art, with the system of Ritter 
because auction bids are traditionally only taken for a limited amount of time. 

As regards Claim 30, Handelman discloses that the viewer participation event is 
a viewer participation auction, and the participating signal comprises a bid by the at 
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least one participant (col. 9, lines 41-48) and an identification thereof (the system keeps 
track of subscriber inputs for purposes of awarding winnings or handling losses, col. 8, 
lines 1-28). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the auction of Handelman, an analogous art, with the system of Ritter because 
auctions are enjoyed by a variety of people. 

As regards Claim 31, Handelman discloses storing bids from participants and 
subsequent to the limited time frame, sending a winner notification signal to a 
participant who made the highest bid (in an auction, it is customary for the highest 
bidder, in a given time frame, to be declared a winner, and have the results posted, col. 
9, lines 41-51). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the auction notification of Handelman, an analogous art, with the system of 
Ritter because auction winners need to be alerted. 

As regards Claim 32, Ritter further discloses subsequent to sending a winner 
notification signal, sending an inquiry signal to ask the winner about a payment method; 
receiving from the winner a response signal indicative of an intended payment method; 
and sending the response signal to the broadcast station for settlement of the highest 
bid (col. 5, lines 6-65). 

As regards Claim 33, Handelman further discloses that if the intended payment 
method is a payment by credit card, verifying the credit card (col. 10, lines 5-10). 
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At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the credit card verification of Handelman, an analogous art, with the system of 
Ritter so that fraudulent charges can be eliminated. 

As regards Claim 38, Ritter discloses an event table that stores attributes of at 
least one viewer participation event (such as keeping track of user order messages, fig. 
1.14, col.4, lines 18-20). 

As regards Claim 39, Ritter discloses a participant table that stores identifications 
of the participants for each viewer participation event (such as a subscriber database, 
fig. 1.11, col. 3, lines 49-64). 

As regards Claim 40, Ritter discloses a participating signal table that stores 
contents of participating signals for each viewer participation event, in relation to 
identifications of participants who have sent the participating signals (the server handles 
incoming user order messages and correlates those messages to user attributes, fig. 
1.13 and col. 3, lines 49-64). 

As regards Claim 41 , Ritter discloses a customer table that stores identifications 
of participants and their attributes (such as user attribute data held in a user database, 
fig. 1.11, and col. 3, lines 49-64). 

As regards Claim 42, Ritter discloses that the second communication channel 
comprises a mobile communication network (fig. 1.8, and col. 2, lines 62-65). 

As regards Claim 43, Ritter discloses that a mobile terminal is a wireless 
telephone (fig. 1.9, cols. 2 and 3, lines 66-67 and 1-6). 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,531 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2623 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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